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This year Warsaw International Book Fair celebrates the 5th anniversary edition in a new venue at PGE Narodowy, with the largest surface area to date and with exhibitors from thirty-four countries: the United Arab Emirates, Armenia, Australia, Belgium, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Montenegro, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Spain, Canada, Kosovo, Lithuania, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Latvia, Moldova, Germany, Norway, North Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Sweden, Türkiye, Ukraine, the Vatican, the  United Kingdom, Italy, and Free Belarus, represented by independent authors and publishers. The event, organised by the History and Culture Foundation and Projekt Książka sp. z o.o.,  will use the capacity of the venue on a scale that has not been seen before, turning the stadium into go-to destination for readers, authors, publishers, and cultural institutions from Poland and abroad. 
Visitors can choose from more than 1,500 events, ranging from book signings and debates to workshops and trade meetings to special events and new title releases. As usual, there will be festivals and thematic blocks, such as the Warsaw Crime Story Festival, the Warsaw of Comics Festival, the Reportage Day with the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize, Ojce I dziatki Intergenerational Festival of Children's Literature, the YANA Festival, and national presentations by publishers and authors from the Republic of Korea, Italy, Norway, Ukraine, Armenia, and Free Belarus. Prestigious literary awards will be presented, including the European Union Prize for Literature, the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize, and the ICARUS Award. The winners of the competition for Most Beautiful Books of the Year and  ACADEMIA Competition will be announced.
Warsaw welcomes the Emirate of Sharjah as the Guest of Honour
With the motto ‘Two civilizations. One language of letters’, the Guest of Honour programme introduces a host of cultural events with the participation of more than thirty-five writers and creators and twenty-one institutions from the United Arab Emirates (UEA). Sharjah spared no effort to make a mark on this year’s Warsaw International Book Fair, given the breadth and depth of its literary and cultural agenda and the impressive list of institutions and artists invited to attend. The Guest of Honour programme is led by Sharjah Book Authority (SBA), a leading  institution established under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, and chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi, who will visit Warsaw alongside UAE’s delegation.
Warsaw will host a group of distinguished writers, poets, scholars and artists who represent various generations and movements of contemporary Emirati literature, including  Dr Sultan Al Amimi, Hind Al Mashmoom, Khulood Al Mualla, Kaltham Abdullah, Dhaen  Shaheen, Salha Ghabish, Abdulrahman Al Humairi, Nadia Al Najjar, dr  Habib Ghuloum AlAttar, Dr Abdul Hakim Al Zubaidi, Sheikha Al Mutairi, Amira BuKadra, Ali  Al  Shaali, Latifa Al Haj, Fatima Al  Hammadi, Saeed Mohammed, Dalal Al Jaberi, Fahad  Al Mamari and Marwa Al Aqroubi.
The Guest of Honour programme reflects the richness and diversity of Emirati cultural landscape. The list of topics includes theatre in Sharjah, the evolution of Emirati novel as a reflection of social change, aesthetics of contemporary Emirati poetry, the dynamics of contemporary cultural life in the Arab world and its connections to artistic and intellectual developments in world literature. On top of debates and discussions, there will be trade sessions and networking opportunities. Selected events will feature Polish writers, scholars, and facilitators, including: Grażyna Plebanek, Radek Rak, Wit Szostak, Ałbena Grabowska, Barbara Kosmowska, Prof. Barbara Michalak, Dr Sebastian Gadomski, Urszula Morga, Jacek Podsiadło, Dr Blanka Dżugaj, Jerzy Kisielewski. There will be attractions for the youngest members of the audience, discussions on children’s literature, and a special project which brings together poetry and visual arts, introducing the audience to the posters inspired by Polish and Emirati literary work (Tasawurat/Visions). The University of Warsaw will host academic sessions, co-organised by the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the Faculty of Asian and African Cultures. Performative arts are represented by the Sharjah National Band, who will bring traditional Emirati music repertoire to a number of outdoor venues throughout Warsaw. 
The visitors to the 400-square-metre Guest of Honour pavilion will be impressed with the offer prepared by twenty-one leading cultural, academic, and publishing institutions from Sharjah, representing the world of literature, education, media, and cultural heritage. This is a unique opportunity to discover Sharjah’s cultural initiatives and its rich publishing output (including six Arabic books translated into Polish), meet and greet the authors and benefit from trade and networking events. The Sharjah Pavilion will present: Al Qasimi Publications, specialised in publishing the workpieces of Sheikh Dr Sultan Bin Muhammad Al Qasimi; the Arabic Language Academy in Sharjah (ALA), dedicated to serving and promoting the Arabic language; and two universities: the University of Sharjah (UoS) and the American University of Sharjah (AUS) with AUS Press. The Emirati book market will be represented by Sharjah Book Authority (SBA), Emirates Writers Union, Emirates Publishers Association (EPA), Emirates Library and Information Association (ELIA), the House of Wisdom in Sharjah, Emirates Reprographic Rights Management Association (ERRA), Sharjah Publishing City Free Zone (SPC), Sharjah Literary Agency (SLA), and the UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY). Kalimat Group and Kalimat Foundation will promote children's rights in the context of readership and access to books, and PublisHer platform will present the ideas for greater recognition and advancement of women in the publishing industry. The list of entities responsible for bringing Sharjah's national heritage and cultural identity to Warsaw would not be complete without the Department of Culture in Sharjah, Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi Centre for Gulf Studies, the Sharjah Institute for Heritage, the Sharjah Archaeology Authority, and the Sharjah Broadcasting Authority. 
The Guest of Honour programme brings the wealth of Emirati literature and culture to Poland, paving the way for intercultural understanding and dialogue through words. For more information about the rich and varied line-up of events organised by Sharja, please visit: Programme
The Korean Programme 
In the wake of hugely successful presentation of the Republic of Korea as the Guest of Honour at the Warsaw International Book Fair the year before, the Korean Cultural Centre in Poland once again offers Polish audience some new insights into contemporary Korean literature and culture. The programme features talks on Korean literature and the art of translation (‘Why that novel? Thoughts from Korean translators’), and a discussion on contemporary Korean poetry. Acclaimed Korean authors, such as Jungeun Hwang (‘One Hundred Shadows’), and Ho-yeon Kim (‘The Uncanny Convenience Store’) will visit Warsaw and meet the fans. Music lovers are invited to a concert entitled ‘Chopin & K-Gagok: A Night with Lyrical Instrumental and Vocal Music’, offering a fusion of Polish and Korean musical traditions with the pieces by Frédéric Chopin, Franz Liszt, and traditional Korean songs performed by artists from the Chopin University of Music.
ITALIA 2026
Once again, Italian authors and publishers are a highlight of the international section. Branded as ITALIA, the Salon of Italian Publishers and Authors has prepared presentations of renowned publishing houses, such as Giunti/Bompiani, White Star, Terre di mezzo Editore, and Libreria dello Studente. Prominent writers have been invited to discuss literature and storytelling as tools that helps us interpret contemporary social and cultural developments.
On Saturday and Sunday, the audience will meet Ilaria Gaspari—a philosopher and writer, the author of essays and novels that blend philosophy with everyday experience; Gianrico Carofiglio— a writer, former public prosecutor and senator, the author of bestselling legal thrillers and essays on language and ethics; Aurora Tamigio—a writer and screenwriter, one of the most intriguing new literary voices of recent years; and Gud (Daniele Bonomo)—Italy’s leading author of graphic novels for elementary school-aged children, who promotes comics as an educational and artistic medium.
The Italian Pavilion with books in Italian and selected publications in Polish translation is located in stand No. 1/D13. ITALIA 2026 has been developed by the Italian Embassy in Warsaw, the Italian Trade Agency (ITA), and the Italian Cultural Institute in Warsaw.
The Oslo-Warsaw Book Ferry Connection 
Under the banner of the ‘Oslo-Warsaw Book Ferry Connection’, Norwegian literature and cultural dialogue between Poland and Norway will be celebrated in a series of thematic events focused on contemporary literature, reading, and the exchange between literary communities of both countries. The programme features interviews with Norwegian and European writers, including Linn Strømsborg and Begoña Gómez Urzaiz (‘Unintended Motherhood’), and meetings with children’s literature authors, illustrators and experts in readership promotion. A number of professionals from literary institutions, publishers, translators, and experts specializing in promotion of readership among the youngest audience have confirmed their attendance. The segment is organised by the Norwegian Embassy, NORLA, the Book Institute, and Dziennik Literacki.
The Ukrainian Literary Salon and the WORDPOWER Festival 
As in previous years, visitors can look forward to a compelling Ukrainian programme at the Warsaw International Book Fair. The Ukrainian Literary Salon (No. 2/D18) will host seventeen publishers and a large group of authors, culture managers and journalists – some of them well-known in Poland, others making their first appearance. How are Ukrainian books marketed abroad? How does literature depict the experience of war, memory, and loss? These and other topics will be discussed during events organised by the Ukrainian Literary Salon and the WORDPOWER Festival. Bohdan Kyrychenko, Laurynas Vaičiūnas, and Anna Domina will talk about the international journey of Ukrainian literature and the role of translation in building dialogue between cultures (‘Translate Ukraine in practice: books across borders’). Iya Kiwa, a poet, will share her thoughts on contemporary poetry rooted in the experience of war and forced displacement (‘Poetry of the memory: when words documents the lived experience’). 
In parallel, a new edition of the WORDPOWER Festival brings a series of discussions on Ukrainian and Polish literature. Iryna Grabowska will talk about contemporary fantasy inspired by historical events, and Iryna Muliarchuk will explore poetry as a lifeline at times of war and crisis (‘Survival by words’). Tetiana Kolesnychenko and Maciej Stanik will present their non-fiction book (‘Do not chew the worms’), and Max Kidruk and Radek Rak will talk about science, mythology, and imagination in literature (‘Quantum theories and the eternal curse’). Ukraine’s programme has been developed in partnership with the Embassy of Ukraine in Poland, the Ukrainian Book Institute, and the History and Culture Foundation. 

‘Free Belarus’ Salon of Independent Belarusian Publishers 
The independent Belarusian publishers organised under ‘Free Belarus’ banner will make a powerful statement with participation of sixteen publishing houses (stand No. 11/D5) and a variety of events inspired by such themes as freedom literature, the experience of repression, and the role of the written word in the face of political violence. The Main Stage will host a meeting with Ales Bialiatski, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, human rights defender, writer, and former political prisoner. The discussion, inspired by the book ‘Ales’, published by Polackija Łabirynty, will focus on his work to promote democracy and human rights, and the relevance of literary testimony under political persecution. The event is co-organised by Belarusian PEN, an organization representing the literary community and freedom of speech in Belarus, and the Belarusian Solidarity Centre Foundation. Alaksandr Fiaduta, a literary scholar, political scientist, and author of the 'Lexicon of "The Ears Under Your Sickle"', written while in a KGB detention centre, will talk about the experience of imprisonment, the fate of an intellectual in an authoritarian state, and literature as a space for memory and personal resistance. Sabina Bryło’s book on the trial of Viktar Babaryka will inform the conversation about the former presidential candidate of Belarus, political prisoner, and patron of culture in the context of 2020 social upheaval, the mechanisms of repression, and the power of civic hope despite violence and persecution (‘Against imprisonment’). 
The Science Encounters and ACADEMIA Competition
The Science Encounters bring together academic writers, researchers, science communicators and academic publishers, who will engage the members of the audience in discussions about history, culture, new media, archaeology, literature and waves of social transition. In a series of meetings,  lectures and debates, the organizers hope to demonstrate that a science narrative can be as gripping and relevant as a literary narrative. 
ATUT Publishing House invited Prof. Joanna Szczęk, Ph.D., and Artur Tworek, Ph.D., Professor at the University of Wrocław, the editors of a Web of Science-indexed journal, to host a meeting ‘With Us in Web of Science – Linguistische Treffen in Wrocław’. Anita Całek, Ph.D., Professor at the Jagiellonian University, and Barbara Kaczyńska-Dudek, Ph.D., will discuss the new translation of Charles Perrault’s ‘Fairy Tales’ (‘The first ogre of its kind: on the Fairy Tales of Charles Perrault’). The Jagiellonian University Press will present a discussion on Michał Lubina’s book dedicated to the history, politics, and literary contexts of Southeast Asia (‘The Elephant and the Burmese Question: on Gustaw Herling-Grudziński’s travel diary Journey to Burma’).
The Nicolaus Copernicus University Press will host a conversation with Dr Marta Michalska about her award-winning book ‘Sounds, People, and Listening to Warsaw’, which explores the phonosphere of Warsaw at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries and how residents of early cities experienced everyday sounds, silence, and urban noise. The University of Warsaw presents a lecture by Prof. Adam Łukaszewicz on his long-standing archaeological work in Egypt and on contemporary methods of studying antiquity (‘From Alexandria to Thebaid: an archaeologist on the Nile’). 
Those interested in digital culture and new media will appreciate the opportunity to listen to Dr  Miłosz Babecki, Associate Professor at the University of Warmia and Mazury, who will discuss how computer games have evolved from experimental technology into one of the most important media of our time, influencing communication, education, and our perception of reality (‘The  unknown faces of video games: from research labs to super-media’). The Science Encounters are organised by the History and Culture Foundation.
Traditionally, on the second day of the Fair, the academic and scientific publishers will announce the winners of the ACADEMIA Competition for the best academic and scientific publication. The competition aims is to recognise and promote those who publish the best academic and scientific publications in a traditional, printed book format. 
As in previous years, the 19th edition of the ACADEMIA Competition testifies to high relevance and excellent quality of Poland’s academic and scientific output. With 73 participating publishers and 181 publications, a wide range of academic disciplines is represented: from the humanities and social sciences to engineering and the natural sciences. This unique initiative, which celebrates and recognizes the publishers of Polish scientific output, offers the ACADEMIA Grand Prix, the Prize of the Rector of the University of Warsaw (for the best academic publication in the field of social sciences and humanities), and the Prize of the Rector of the Warsaw University of Technology (for the best academic publication in the field of technical and exact sciences). The jury will also award special mentions for editorial achievement. The competition benefits from honorary patronage of His Magnificence Prof. Alojzy Z. Nowak, Rector of the University of Warsaw, and His Magnificence Prof. Krzysztof Zaremba, Rector of the Warsaw University of Technology. The ACADEMIA Grand Prix is sponsored by the Society of Authors ZAIKS. The competition is organised by the Warsaw University Press, the Warsaw University of Technology Press, and the History and Culture Foundation.
Book releases, new titles and event highlights 
The Warsaw International Book Fair is a great opportunity to meet and greet your favourite authors, get their autographs and chat about their books during hundreds of meetings arranged on stages, in the halls and at exhibition stands. Book lovers can look forward to meeting  Katarzyna Bonda, Wojciech Chmielarz, Krystyna Demska-Olbrychska and Daniel Olbrychski, Artur Domosławski, Paulina Hendel, Aneta Jadowska, Boguś Janiszewski and Max Skorwider, Anna Kańtoch, Grzegorz Kasdepke, Magdalena Kordel, Rafał Kosik, Marek Krajewski, Jakub  Małecki, Robert Małecki, Katarzyna Berenika Miszczuk, Aleksandra and Daniel Mizieliński, Adam Mirek, Marcel Moss, Andrzej Pilipiuk, Adam Przechrzta, Agata Przybyłek, Martyna Raduchowska, Radek Rak, Tomasz Sianecki, Vincent V. Severski, Dariusz Szpakowski and Przemysław Rudzki, Wit Szostak, Wojciech Tochman, Szczepan Twardoch, Ewa Woydyłło, Magdalena Witkiewicz,  Andrzej Ziemiański, Piotr Zychowicz, Jakub Żulczyk, and  Ales Bialiatski, Nobel Peace Prize laureate. There will be meetings with authors of historical fiction, non-fiction, fantasy, crime stories, children’s literature, and graphic novels, and with the creators known from the media, podcasts, and the Internet. 
Many foreign authors have been invited, including from Canada, the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Norway, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, Free Belarus,  and the United Arab Emirates. 
Readers should not miss the opportunity to meet Graham Masterton, an icon of literary horror, and Camilla Grebe, one of the most popular contemporary Swedish crime writers. Fans of children’s literature will have the chance to meet Margit Auer, author of the bestselling series ‘The School for Magical Animals’; and those interested in contemporary and historical fiction will want to save the date for the meeting with Carla Montero, a Spanish writer known for her multi-layered novels set against the backdrop of 20th-century history.
Also appearing in Warsaw will be the acclaimed Czech writer Bianca Bellová, the Italian crime writer and former public prosecutor Gianrico Carofiglio, and two writers representing contemporary Italian literature: Aurora Tamigio and Ilaria Gaspari. Look out for GUD (aka Daniele Bonomo), a well-known Italian illustrator and screenwriter, author of popular comics and graphic novels for younger readers. Warsaw will also host Korean writers: Jungeun Hwang (‘One Hundred Shadows’) and Ho-yeon Kim, the author of one of the biggest Korean bestsellers in recent years (‘The Uncanny Convenience Store’).
The list of attractions for literature lovers, popular festivals and industry events would not be complete without the Warsaw of Comics Festival, the Warsaw Crime Story Festival, the Reportage Day with Ryszard Kapuściński Prize, and Ojce i dziatki Intergenerational Festival of Children's Literature.
In addition, an Autograph Zone will be set up as part of the YANA Festival, with book signing by 45 authors of the youngest generation, including: Natalia Antczak, Joanna Balicka, Katarzyna Barlińska, Edzio Rap, FortunateEm, Natalia Fromuth, Karolina Jurga, Kamila Kolińska, Maria Krasowska, Julia Kubicka, Marta Łabęcka, Weronika Anna Marczak, Aleksandra Muraszka, Izabella Nowaczyk, Weronika Plota, Agata Polte, Julia Popiel, Edyta Prusinowska, Monika Rutka, Ludka Skrzydlewska and Veronica Eternal. As usual, the AUTOGRAPH ZONE will be one of the hot spots and a place where fans of Young & New Adult literature can meet their favourite authors of best-selling romance, fantasy, and novels for the younger generation.
The Warsaw Crime Story and the Warsaw of Comics Festivals
If you love crime stories, you will not want to miss the Warsaw Crime Story Festival, hosting the best-selling authors of whodunits, thrillers and action novels, including: Katarzyna Bonda, Remigiusz Mróz, Wojciech Chmielarz, Camilla Grebe, Vincent V. Severski, Mareki Krajewski, Robert Małecki, Maciej Siembieda, Izabela Janiszewska, Marta Kisiel, Mieczysław Gorzka, Jędrzej Pasierski, Małgorzata Oliwia Sobczak, Bartosz Szczygielski, Michał Śmielak, Igor Brejdygant, Krzysztof Domaradzki, Ryszard Ćwirlej, Mariusz Czubaj and Przemysław Piotrowski, among others. Everyone’s invited to attend panel discussions on the rise of contemporary crime novel, the limits of authenticity in crime fiction, the psychology of crime, and the Nordic noir. 
The winners of this year's Grand Prix of the Warsaw Crime Festival will be announced at the gala event on May 29th on the Main Stage. The Grand Prix is funded by the Society of Authors ZAIKS. 
The Warsaw of Comics Festival, organised in parallel to the Warsaw International Book Fair, has its own section offering comic books, a variety of workshops and meetings, and a host of events designed with comic book fans and graphic book creators  in mind. The public will have the opportunity to participate in workshops, receive hand-drawn dedications, get a behind-the-scenes look at the creators’ work, and meet comic book authors from Poland and abroad.
This year, the festival will host Ram V and Filipe Andrade, Joana Afonso, Marzena Sowa, Erik Svetoft, Julia Wus, Ivan Kypibida, Łukasz Godlewski, Mateusz Skutnik, Michał Śledziński, Unka Odya, Karol Kalinowski, Wojciech Obrębski, Piotr Dumała, Bolesław Chromry, Kasia Babis, Agata Wawryniuk, Robert Sienicki, Piotr Nowacki, Tomasz Kaczkowski, Maciej Jasiński, Piotr Szulc, Jakub Babczyński and Michał Traczyk and Wojciech Birek, among others. There will be events dedicated to the history of Polish comics, war comics, environmental themes, fantasy, education through comics, and contemporary visual culture. 
The festival is organised by the Polish Comics Association. 
Attractions for children and young adults 
There are plenty of literary attractions in store for the youngest members of the audience. Children and teenagers can look forward to new book releases, workshops, author meet-and-greets, comic book and educational activities, and a variety of events designed to inspire creativity and imagination. On Thursday and Friday, schools and organised groups can benefit from literary, comic book and art workshops prepared by publishers and cultural and educational institutions.
Among programme highlights, we must mention a meeting with Margit Auer, the author of the bestselling series ‘The School for Magical Animals’; the workshops inspired by the characters created by Artur Gębka (‘Pets with a heart—create your magical friend with Capybara and a Fennec Fox’); and illustration workshop based on the book ‘Tiny Fox and Great Boar’, presented by Agata Dudek and Magdalena Kuna (‘Drawing your emotions’). The youngest children will love creative workshop ‘Wanda the Panda: Camping with Dad’, moderated by Julia Leksan and Natalia Berlik. Agata Romaniuk will will talk about her best-selling series ‘The Cat Gang’; and Dominika Gołowin will present ‘Leon the Scientist: Project Body’ activity. 
Monika Utnik and Paulina Mingiacchi will take young readers on a trip to Warsaw from Fryderyk Chopin’s childhood to discover landmarks associated with the composer’s youth (‘Chopin in Warsaw’).  There will be workshops for young globetrotters (‘Emi and the Secret Supergirls Club: Around the World’), archaeological adventures inspired by the ‘Archeo Chronicles’, and workshops for children who want to learn the ABC of first aid in a fun and engaging way (‘First Aid with Lelek’). 
Several events are inspired by the themes of children’s emotions, relationships and safety in the digital world; and the youngest visitors can choose between workshops fostering creativity through literature, illustration, and comics. Over the weekend, young readers will have a chance to meet the authors of books for children and young adults at exhibition pavilions and get the autographs from their favourite writers. 
Ojce i Dziatki Intergenerational Festival of Children's Literature
Ojce i Dziatki Intergenerational Festival of Children's Literature once again welcomes the youngest readers and their accompanying adults into the world of books, imagination, and shared literary exploration through workshops, author meet-and-greets, and artistic activities. The festival is a platform where you can meet the authors and illustrators of children’s books and talk about emotions, relationships, nature, creativity, and the modern world as seen through the eyes of children.
Boguś Janiszewski and Max Skorwider will talk with children about difficult and important topics without taboos or ceremony (‘The things adults won’t tell you’). Malina Prześluga will open doors to the extraordinary world of ‘Animarium’, Joanna Kencka will offer a behind-the-scenes look at illustrator’s craft during workshops based on the book ‘Guinea Pigs Home Alone’, and Tomasz Samojlik will guide the audience through a talk about nature, ecology, and robots that can save the world (‘Naturobocik’). 
The youngest members of the audience will enjoy the workshop delivered by Marcin Minor (‘Minorki’); a meeting with Magdalena Boćko-Mysiorska, who will talk about emotions (‘(Nie) tacy sami’); a training session for detectives with Joanna Jagiełło (‘Trop Sekret’); and a meeting with Anna Włodarkiewicz, who will talk about our relationship with nature (‘Gaja z Gajówki’). On a more international note, the Guest of Honour has prepared Arabic calligraphy workshop for children (‘Letters to my little friend’).
Ojce i Dziatki Intergenerational Festival of Children's Literature is a space for shared reading, conversation and creative play, demonstrating that children’s literature can open the gate to important questions, family conversations, and extraordinary adventures.
The European Union Prize for Literature (EUPL) 
The Warsaw International Book Fair hosts events inspired by the European Union Prize for Literature (EUPL), which celebrates outstanding emerging fiction writers across Europe. There will be meetings with authors of short-listed books and an interview with the EUPL laureate. This thematic block is centred on contemporary European literature, the art of translation, and international literary and cultural exchange.
The Prize was established in 2009 and has since been organized by a consortium currently composed of the Federation of European Publishers and the European and International Booksellers Federation. The award recognizes emerging authors from 41 countries participating in the European Union’s Creative Europe programme, which co-finances the initiative, within a three-year cycle.
Authors eligible for the final selection must have published between two and four works of fiction and have no more than four translations of their publications. Following the selection of books by national juries appointed by the nominating organizations, the authors submit a 40-page excerpt from their book, translated into English by an established literary translator.
An international jury chaired by Spanish writer Carmen Posadas, composed of translators, publishers, booksellers, and book-market experts from across Europe, selects the winner of the Prize as well as two special mentions. The winner receives €10,000 and support for two translations of the awarded book, while the authors receiving special mentions are awarded €5,000 each and support for one translation. All shortlisted authors are eligible to apply for translation funding for their books under the EUPL programme.
This year’s nominees include: Sargis Hovsepyan (Armenia), Lora Tomas (Croatia), Evridiki Pericleous-Papadopoulou (Cyprus), Dora Kaprálová (Czech Republic), Lilli Luuk (Estonia), Susanna Hast (Finland), Hélène Frédérick (France), Mathias Ospelt (Liechtenstein), Elise Schmit (Luxembourg), Paula Erizanu (Moldova), Vladimir Vujovic (Montenegro), Ivan Shopov (North Macedonia), and Frans Wachtmeister (Sweden).
The award ceremony takes place each year at a different book fair. Last year it was held in Prague, and in previous years in Brussels and Leipzig.
The Reportage Day 
On Saturday, the fans of literary reportage should visit Paryż A hall to celebrate the Reportage Day and meet the authors of the books shortlisted for the 17th edition of the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize, funded by Warsaw City Council. This year’s nominees write about historical memory, colonialism, war, trauma, and contemporary social conflicts.
There will be interviews with Kasper Bajon, nominated for ‘Poznań kolonialny. Rodzinna historia z Tanzanią w tle’ (Wydawnictwo Czarne); Joanna Czeczott, nominated for ‘Cisza nad stepem. Kazachstan i pamięć o Rosji’ (Wydawnictwo Czarne); Anna Bikont, nominated for ‘Not the End, Not the Beginning: Postwar Choices of Polish Jews’ (Wydawnictwo Czarne); Emily Carrington, nominated for ‘Our Little Secret: A Graphic Memoir’ (Timof Comics), and Peter Pomerantsev, nominated for ‘How to Win an Information War’ (Wydawnictwo Krytyki Politycznej). The interviews will be hosted by Aleksandra Zbroja, Wiktoria Bieliaszyn, Monika Tutak, Joanna Wróżyńska and Wojtek Szot.
The interview with the winner will be conducted by Katarzyna Kasia on the Main Stage on Sunday  (May 31st) at 12 o’clock.
The Warsaw Pavilion 
In the Warsaw Pavilion (18C), presented by the Capital City of Warsaw and the History Meeting House (DSH), the visitors will find a curated selection of books on the history, architecture, literature, non-fiction, comics, and culture of Polish capital, side by side with publications short-listed for the Literary Award of the Capital City of Warsaw and the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize. The latest issue of Stolica Literatury city magazine will be available. 
Apart from great books, the audience of all generations will appreciate an assorted programme of events, including the ‘Flying Warsaw’ initiative with a gigantic kite decorated by new visitors every day to commemorate city history, symbols and colours; ‘Our Warsaw’ collage art workshops presented by Monika Weis; and ‘My Warsaw’ meeting with the illustrator Zofia Dzierżawska, designed for family audiences and focused on city narratives and legends. 
The enthusiasts of Warsaw memorabilia cannot miss a new album of old photographs from the 1950s and 1960s (‘Siemaszko. Nad Warszawą. Fotografie z lat 50, i 60.’), presented by Monika Kapa-Cichocka, Katarzyna Madoń-Mitzner and Ryszard Mączewski, with Jerzy S. Majewski talking about Warsaw captured by Zbigniew Siemaszko in his photographs. Radosław Milczarski will discuss Warsaw modernism and the architecture of the BGK building. The Warsaw Pavilion will also host events dedicated to literary reportage and the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize. 
The book market, or events for trade professionals 
As usual, the Warsaw International Book Fair serves as a meeting platform for book industry professionals. Representatives of literary agencies and copyright experts from Poland and abroad will have their own segment. The industry programme features debates, workshops and presentations for publishers, booksellers, librarians, translators, educators and book promotion specialists. A wide range of topics will be covered, such as the artificial intelligence and its impact on the creative process, the availability of digital publications, the future of the publishing market, the promotion of reading, publisher-bookseller relations, and the evolution of books and media.
There will be discussions on ‘The AI in the creative process—an opportunity or a threat?’, ‘Artificial intelligence and the writer—a competition, a tool, or a new category of content creator?’, ‘Literature vs the AI’ (the question of credibility of authorship in the age of algorithms), ‘The interview in the age of AI: a weapon, a trick or an addiction?’; as well as debates on the future of the publishing sector and new business models for publishing houses and the market, complete with the report on ‘The State of the Book Market’, based on structured datasets and presented by the PWK-ZP Book Publishers’ Association – Employers’ Union. The programme will offer insights into UAE publishing market, with the presentation prepared by the Emirates Publishers Association (EPA). This meeting, tailored to the needs of Polish publishers interested in key trends and opportunities for international cooperation, will be facilitated by Piotr Dobrołęcki. 
Another highlight is the series of events for librarians, teachers, and educators, with panel discussions and workshops on ‘Reading skills in the age of algorithms’, ‘How to promote reading: best practices from Poland and beyond’, ’With books into the future—how literature helps hone future-savvy skills’, and the session on ‘Barrier-free books: how to design accessible digital publications?’, featuring Agata Mrva-Montoya, PhD, an expert from the University of Sydney. 
Finally, the industry programme will offer debates on copyright, AI regulations, and book market protection, including: ‘A dual perspective on the Book Market Protection Act’, workshops on cooperation between publishers and booksellers, and meetings dedicated to cultural diplomacy and international cooperation in publishing. The industry programme has been developed in partnership with the PWK-ZP Book Publishers’ Association – Employers’ Union, the Polish Chamber of Books, the Polish Librarians’ Association, the Polish Section of IBBY, NielsenIQ BookData, and a number of Polish and international trade organizations and cultural institutions.
Online Book Catalogue
This year, we have invited our Exhibitors to include five selected titles from their publishing offer in the online catalogue of the Warsaw International Book Fair. As a result, the Fair’s website will feature an extensive collection of books worth showcasing and worth reading — in short, the very best of the best.
The Warsaw–Frankfurt Fellowship
In parallel to the Warsaw International Book Fair, on May 26–30, 2026, the first edition of the Warsaw–Frankfurt Fellowship programme will be held. This new initiative, co-organised by the Frankfurter Buchmesse and the Warsaw International Book Fair, aims to support the younger generation of publishing industry professionals from Poland, Germany and other European countries. Its mission is to help build lasting professional relationships, support international cooperation and promote literary translation. 
The fellowship brings together representatives of renowned publishing houses and industry actors from Poland, Germany, and France, including Znak Literanova, Prószyński Media, Czarna Owca, Publicat, C.H. Beck, Klett-Cotta, Schöffling & Co., KIWI, Galiani Berlin, Albin Michel and Gallimard, who will attend study visits, debates, book market presentations, and trade events. The Warsaw–Frankfurt Fellowship benefits from the support of the Foundation for Polish-German Cooperation and from numerous partnerships, including the Goethe-Institut, the Book Institute, the Institute Français, and the PWK-ZP Book Publishers’ Association – Employers’ Union.
Awards 
The winners of the following awards and competitions will be announced:
· The ICARUS Award, presented by the Warsaw International Book Fair and the Polish Society of Book Publishers; funded by the Society of Authors ZAIKS, 
· The 66th edition of the competition for Most Beautiful Books of the Year, 
· The 17th edition of the Ryszard Kapuściński Prize, 
· The Magellan Award for the Best Travel Publications, 
· The Grand Prix of Warsaw Crime Story Festival, funded by the Society of Authors ZAIKS,  
· Nowa Fantastyka Award, 
· The 19th edition of ACADEMIA Awards for the best academic and scientific book, with the Grand Prix funded by the Society of Authors ZAIKS,
· Biedronka Children’s Books Award in Written Content category. 
COPYRIGHT Polska Association of Authors and Publishers is the patron of the Warsaw International Book Fair. 
For the first time in its history, the Stowarzyszenie Autorów i Wydawców COPYRIGHT Polska has assumed the role of Patron of the country’s leading literary event — the Warsaw International Book Fair — thereby strengthening its commitment to the development of the publishing market and readership, as well as to promoting awareness of legal instruments protecting creative work.
The partnership between Copyright Polska and the Warsaw International Book Fair reflects a shared goal of building a stable publishing market and sends a clear signal that the Fair continues to strengthen its position within the publisher–author–reader relationship. Becoming the Patron of the Fair — one of the most important literary events in Poland and the region — is a natural extension of the Association’s long-term mission to support a strong and sustainable publishing market.
Copyright Polska is a collective copyright management organization that actively initiates and supports educational and cultural activities aimed at the development of literature and scholarship, the promotion of knowledge about copyright protection mechanisms, the growth of the publishing sector, and the use of new technologies in publishing and collective rights management.
Thanks to the Association’s involvement, this year’s programme of the Warsaw International Book Fair will gain a new dimension. An extensive schedule of debates, educational panels, and meetings with authors will make the Fair an even more attractive space for a wide and diverse audience.
The Logistics Partner of this year’s edition of the Warsaw International Book Fair is Allegro Delivery — Allegro’s partner delivery network including Allegro One, DPD, DHL, Orlen Paczka, and Żabka. What does this mean for visitors? Even more joy of reading. Readers will be able to have the books they purchase gift-wrapped and send them directly from the Fair using a One Box parcel locker to any selected One Box location — without the need to carry heavy shopping bags. This solution ensures that newly purchased titles will reach their destination quickly and safely, allowing visitors to fully enjoy the atmosphere of the Fair.
Opening hours:
28 May 2026: between 10 am and 6 pm
29 May 2026: between 10 am and 7 pm 
30 May 2026: between 10 am and 7 pm
31 May 2026: between 10 am and 5 pm
Gate admission ticket is required for entry: TICKETS
For more information, please visit: targiksiazkiwarszawa.pl | Facebook | Instagram 
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The WORDPOWER Festival 
With support from the Minister of Culture and National Heritage in Poland, Culture Promotion Fund 
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Ukraiński Salon Książki
The Ukrainian Literary Salon
With support from the Mieroszewski Centre; The Fourth Open Call 
[image: ]

Salon Niezależnych Białoruskich Wydawców „Wolna Białoruś”
The Free Belarus Salon of Independent Belarusian Publishers
With support from the Mieroszewski Centre; The Fourth Open Call 
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